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ter this vow was made, the Savage who had taken
on board Petit Pré, one of our Frenchmen, gave him
up to receive me, especially as Monsieur du Plessis
insisted strongly that this should be done.” And
thus Father Brebceuf, Father Daniel, and a young
man named le Baron were accepted by these Barbari-
ans, who carried them into their country in bark Ca-
noes. There remained Father Davost and five of our
Frenchmen. Do not ask if the Father was sad at
thus seeing his companions depart without him, al-
most without taking the necessaries of life, or their
clothing. In truth, they have shown that they pos-
sess a generous heart! For the desire to go into the
country of the Cross made them leave their little bag-
gage, in order not to irritate [331] their Savages, who
were ill, contenting themselves merely with the Altar
ornaments, and trusting the rest to the providence
of our Lord. Their departure from three Rivers was
so hurried that they could not write to us; but when
they reached the long Sault, some twenty-four leagues
from Kebec, they encountered some Hurons who
were coming down the river, and sent us letters, in
one of which Father Brebceuf, having recounted the
difficulties of his embarkation, speaks thus: ‘‘ I beg
Your Reverence to express our warmest thanks to
Monsieur du Plessis, to whom, after God, we are
greatly indebted for our embarkation. For — besides
the presents he made to the Savages, publicly and
privately, and the Porcelain he traded —he held as
many councils as we desired, furnished us with provi-
sions at our departure, and honored us with several
Cannon salutes; and all with great care, and an ap-
pearance of very special interest in us.

‘““ We are going on by short stages, quite well, as



